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June 2012 

Our Vision … to be a CENTRAL presence in Albuquerque 
where the grace of Jesus Christ is CENTRAL to life  

with God, self and our neighbors.  

Our Mission … to make the unconditional love of  
Jesus Christ CENTRAL to life. 
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One of the things that I find remarkable about the story of Pentecost is how 

the Holy Spirit enabled people from all over the world, who spoke various 

languages, to hear and speak with one another so that the Good News of 

Jesus Christ could be understood by everyone who was present on that 

miraculous day.  As I preached on Pentecost Sunday I said that one of the 

things that I long for as a congregation is that same power to be given to our 

congregation so that we might listen and speak with one another with the 

same kind of clarity. 

As a way of trying to facilitate such a conversation I want to invite everyone who calls Central UMC 

their church home to attend a kind of conversation on June 24, 2012 at 1:00pm.  Some of the 

topics to talk about at the meeting will be: The Samuel Project, the multi-media project, our 

finances, possibilities for building remodel and renovation and other topics as need be.  Prior to the 

meeting we will be making a packet available to provide information about topics for discussion. 

This time to talk will not be a time to vote, or to decide anything with permanent ramifications.  

Instead, we will use our time to help us all understand a little more about where we are moving as a 

church and perhaps invite us into a time of prayer and discernment about who God is calling us to 

be and how we can live out our mission. 

Thank you so much for being part of Central UMC! 

The Sharp Point 

 Rev. Scott Sharp Rev. Scott Sharp
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Rev. Scott Sharp 

Central United Methodist Church: THANK YOU so much for all of your 

support, prayers and well-wishes as I competed in the Texas Ironman race 

in May.  The week before the race, as my nerves ran rampant, I often 

considered how many people were supporting me and praying for me.   

As many of you know, I was able to complete the race!  Truthfully, the day 

was one of the best of my life and I owe much of that to the support of my 

church and my family.  If you would like to hear more about my Ironman 

race I will be talking about it on Wednesday Night, June 27th.   

Thank you again! 

Ironman 

140.6 

Our next blood drive will be on Sunday, June 17 (Father’s Day) from 9:30 am - 

1:30 pm. To schedule an appointment, call Jennifer Henneman at (505) 797-7843, 

sign up at the church office, or log on to the United Blood Services website at 

www.unitedbloodservices.org (sponsor code: CUMC). Please bring your photo ID 

and/or Donor Card. Eat a good meal and drink plenty of water before and after 

donating. All donors will get a pint of Dreyer’s Ice Cream and free Cholesterol 

testing! 

Find the Hero in You! Blood Drive 
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As many of you know, I will have the honor of being ordained here at Central 

United Methodist Church on June 8th at 7:30pm. This is a rare occasion, as 

ordinations happen at annual conference gatherings and those rarely take 

place in one’s own church.  

As the day of ordination nears, the one statement I have heard most is, “I 

thought you were already ordained”. I even had someone asked me if the 

wedding I performed for them was really valid.  

Yes, your weddings are valid and the sacraments counted.  

In the United Methodist Church, the process of full ordination is long. I began this journey in 2005, 

meeting for a year with a mentor before attending seminary, serving as a student local pastor in the 

Central Texas Conference, and now serving at Central UMC for the last three years. During this 

time, sermons have been evaluated, leadership styles discussed, paperwork submitted.  

While the seven year process toward ordination may seem long, it has really been a lifelong journey 

to get here. I can remember as a preschool child hearing my grandmother tell her friends that one 

day her grandson would be a pastor. I can remember in grade school talking about ministry in my 

own words. 

Between then and now, I grew in the church, served in almost every lay leadership position, and 

increased in faith.  

For me, the ordination service will be a recognition of God’s call in my life that has brought me to 

this point of full-time ministry. However, I do not see ordination as the final chapter. While 

ordination will mean a lifelong commitment to service, word, sacrament, and order, I am certain 

that how that is lived out will often take unexpected turns. As someone shared with me recently, if 

you want to make God laugh, just tell God your plans.  

I am greatly humbled to have the honor of being ordained as a full elder in the United Methodist 

Church. However, I don’t see ordination as the end but another beginning. I suspect that there will 

be many more humbling chapters as God continues to work in, amongst, and through all of us at 

Central United Methodist Church. 

What Ordination Means to Me 

Rev. Greg

Henneman

Rev. Greg

Henneman

Rev. Greg Henneman 

6:00-6:45pm - Drop in for Dinner 

Join us in the Social Hall for a delicious, light meal. 

6:45-7:00pm - Worship with Us 

Plug in mid-week for worship in the Social Hall. 

7:00-8:30pm - Learn a Little 

Pick a class to help you get fit and stay fabulous all summer long 

(see CentralToLife.org or your weekly bulletin for complete listings). 

8:45pm - See a Show 

Grab a seat on the South Lawn and catch Soul Surfer under the stars. 

Central to Summer: Wednesday, June 27 
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Central Connections Class 
Learn more about Central United Methodist Church, its ministry, its vision and its mission by joining us 

for Central Connections Sunday, June 17 at 9:45am in room 306. This class will be hosted by our 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Scott Sharp. 

 

ALFIES (Arts, Literature, and Faith) Sunday School Class 

June 3 Program Planning 

June 10 A discussion of the book, The Power of Now by Eckhart Tolle, led by Lucia Deichmann. The 

message of the book is simple: living in the now is the truest path to happiness and 

enlightenment. 

June 17 A look at possible future directions of faith and Christianity. Discussion based on The Future of 

Faith by Harvey Cox and Christianity After Religion by Diana Butler Bass. Led by Barbara 

Allender 

June 24 A discussion of  contemporary religious issues from the Living the Question series. Led by Rex 

Allender 

 

Friendly Lunch Bunch 
More Bad Girls of the Bible is the Barbara Essex book Friendly Lunch Bunch continues for their study. The 

scripture to read for the Wednesday, June 20, meeting is about Rizpah. If you wish to read about her, 

read 2 Samuel 3:6-11, 21:1-13. The Lunch Bunch will meet at 11:45 until 1:00 in the Youth Lounge on 

the third floor of the church. All women are welcome. Please call Dodie Hawkins at 255-2405 if you have 

questions.  

 

Book Club 
The Book Club will next meet July 11, 2012, The Winter of Our Discontent by John Steinbeck is the 

selection for this meeting. The group meets at 2:00 until 3:30 in the Conference Room (room 217) at the 

church. Women of all ages are welcome. Call Betty Jo Nye at 344-7113 if you have questions.  

Adult Ministries Contact Traci Bailey, Director of Ministries with Adults 
tracirbailey@comcast.net 

General Meeting: June 14 at 9:30 am, rooms 315-317 

Program: Albuquerque Rescue Mission ministries (bring plastic grocery bags and toiletries)  
 

Other June meetings:  

June 1 Church Women United Annual Meeting, 9:30 am (for details call 266-7079)   

June 6-9 NM Annual Conference Meeting, Albuquerque 

June 7 Executive Committee Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Conference Room 

June 16 Lydian Subgroup, 9:30 a.m., Room 308 

June 20 Friendly Lunch Bunch, 11:45 a.m., Youth Lounge 

June 22-24 South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting, Abilene, TX  

June 27-29 West Gulf Regional School of Christian Mission, McMurry University, Abilene, TX 
 

Questions: Contact Paula Sears, 235-0395  

United Methodist Women: June Events 
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Promotion Sunday: June 3 
All new 6th graders are invited to join us as we head to Bataan Park for a night of “picnic food”, 

fellowship, and crazy games. 5pm-7pm. Meet-up and Drop off is at the Park.  Bataan Park is located west 

of Lomas/Carlisle intersection. 

Youth Summer Camp: June 18-22 
Get registered today. 7-12 graders are invited. Cost: $260. Pick up a registration form at the office and 

talk to Scott Carver to reserve a spot. Registrations due by June 13. 

 

Summer Nights Schedule 
Join us every Sunday night from 5pm-7pm for a for a variety of different “theme” nights happening  

this summer.  It’s going to be an awesome time! 

June 3:  Promotion Sunday @ Bataan Park 

June 10:  Game Night 

June 17:  Movie Night 

June 24:  Home Hosts @ Baileys 

 

Weekly Places to Plug In          All groups meet upstairs  in the Youth Lounge unless otherwise noted. 

 Sunday “Summer Nights“: 5:00-7:00 pm  

 Sunday Morning Sunday School: Mid & Sr. High 9:45-10:45 am 

Contact Scott Carver, Dir. of Ministries—Youth & Young Adults 
scottcarver@centraltolife.org  Youth & Young Adult News 

Congratulations to Our Graduates! 
We congratulated Sydney Cooper, Brice Humes, Ryan Reinhart and Noel Underwood as we 

celebrated their graduations from High School.  There is a bittersweet feeling inside of me as I write 

this article and think of the new friendships I’ve made this past year with such an incredible group of 

young people here at Central.  Parts of me want to keep these students with us, but I know it’s time to 

send them out into the world as they begin to make their own paths 

into adulthood.  I urge that we, as Central United Methodist Church 

will support our graduates & their families, through prayer, 

encouragement, and even a cup of coffee when we see them around.  

It is a vital time in these students’ lives when we need to encourage 

them as they take their own steps out into the world.   

Sydney, Brice, Ryan, and Noel- we are SO proud of you, we love you, and pray that God will bless the 

journey ahead of you!    

Are you 18-29 and looking for a place to connect? We would love to have you join our gathering on 

Thursday nights! Happens every Thursday @ 7:00 pm at Scott Carver’s House. More info? Email:  

scottcarver@centraltolife.org. 

Young Adult Fellowship 

mailto:scottcarver@centraltolife.org
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Children’s Ministries Contact Christy Albright, Director of Ministries with Children 
central.christy@gmail.com 

Operation Overboard: Dare to Go Deep with God! 
Central is hosting Vacation Bible School Monday – Friday, July 23 – 27 and Sunday 
morning, July 29. There will be TWO VBS sessions this year. You can choose which one 
fits your schedule best! The morning session will be from 9am-12noon. The evening 
session will be from 5:30-8pm. Both sessions are for 3 year olds through 5th graders. No 
matter which time you choose to come, the cost is only $20. Join us in exploring God’s 
underwater universe!! Registration forms are available at the church office, by email 

(request them from central.christy@gmail.com) or on the church website at 
www.centraltolife.org! 

Promotion Sunday is June 3! 
On this day all the children of Central’s church family will officially move into the grade 
they will be in this Fall. This means that our kids who are in 5th grade right now, will 
move into the 6th grade and will be able to start attending Youth Group on Sunday nights. 
This also means that 5 year olds who are in preK right now, will be able to move into the 
Kindergarten Rotation Sunday School. Everyone moves up! If you have any questions 
about the process or what your child(ren) might expect in their new class, please contact 

Christy Albright.  

Sunday Mornings for Kids! 
This Summer Central’s kids are studying exciting stories from God’s Word! The Preschool 
classes will be learning about David, the Kings of the Old Testament and Elisha. The K-
5th graders will be splashing into God's Word with water stories! We’ll be diving into the 
story of the woman at the well, Noah's Ark, Jonah and the big fish, walking on water and 
Lydia. We’ll even have a few local water adventures along the way! Don’t miss out on 
the summer fun, every Sunday morning from 9:45-10:45am. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Inspiration! – a Wednesday night class for kids, June 27, July 18 and August 8 

3rd Grade Bible Sunday – August 5th 

Operation Christmas Child collection – October 2012 

Safe Sanctuaries Training 
Are you an amazing servant leader who works with and learns from our children and 
youth? If so, it’s time to renew your Safe Sanctuaries training! Trainings will be:  

 Sunday, June 17 - has been CANCELED. It's Father's Day! 

 Wednesday, June 20 from 5:30-7:30pm 

 Monday, July 2 from 9:30-11:30am 

 Wednesday, July 11 from 5:30-7:30pm 

 Sunday, July 15 from 12-2pm - This training will be geared towards our teenage 

helpers. 
Call or email Christy Albright to sign up. Thank you! 

Can You Help? 
The kids of Central are looking for a few adults and a few youth who think kids have a 
lot to offer the world! Our Sunday morning  & Friday morning teaching teams need an 
extra hand during the summer. This is an easy gig and a great way to make a difference 
in the lives of some of God’s favorite people - KIDS! If you are even a tiny bit intrigued, 
contact Christy Albright to get the full scoop. 

mailto:central.christy@gmail.com
http://www.centraltolife.org
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After a long process, Saranam is excited about our new logo which 

reflects our mission. We have new stationery, business cards and a sign 

posted at our office. 

Summer is a busy time of year at Saranam. We are preparing for new families to come into the program. 

Last year 42 applications from homeless families were processed and six families were chosen to begin 

the program in August. Applications for 2012 are available online at saranamabq.org. The deadline for 

the applications is July 27. 

The warehouse is officially "FULL" with enough large furniture for 8 apartments. Mattresses are stacked 

to the ceiling along with lots of furniture. Thank you for your donations. We still need microwaves, 

vacuums, new phones with an answering machine, TV converter boxes and antennas. In the linens area 

we could use more towel sets and mattress pads for twin beds. 

At the end of July we move the furniture from our warehouse to the apartments. Teams of volunteers 

come in and decorate an apartment to make it a home. If you are interested in helping to decorate an 

apartment, contact Sue Campbell. Four of the eight apartments were adopted by returning groups. It is 

great fun for everyone. 

On Sunday, June 24 Saranam will be the featured Mission Moment. Several staff members will be 

present to answer your questions about the program. There will also be signup sheets with a display of 

baskets of toiletries, paper goods, cleaning supplies and first aid kit. Each new family in the program will 

receive the baskets. Baskets may be returned to Central anytime before August 1st. 

Saranam is a two-year program providing the basic needs for living to families so that they can acquire 

the education and life-skills needed to end their homelessness and become self-sufficient. 

Saranam News 

Memorials & Honors 

In Memory of... 

Ward Honeycutt by Narion & Barbara Larsen 

Ward Honeycutt by Paul & Charmian Haberer 

Ward Honeycutt by Robert & Clarice Day 

Ward Honeycutt by Catherine Simmelink 

Ward Honeycutt by Kletus & Lois Rood 

Ward Honeycutt by Thomas Pratt 

Ward Honeycutt by Elaine Smith 

Ward Honeycutt by William & Carolyn Hereford 

Ward Honeycutt by Vern & Victoria Hagen 

Ward Honeycutt by Eva Jean Flanagan 

Ward Honeycutt by Charles & Bev Mauney 

Ward Honeycutt by William & Meredith Cunningham 

Ward Honeycutt by Herbert & Marilyn Webb 

Ward Honeycutt by InterMedia Outdoors, Inc. 

Beginning the week of June 18th, Central’s monthly newsletter will have a new format and be published 

Fridays through the weekly electronic news. You’ll also be able to stay up to date on all Central’s news at 

www.centraltolife.org.  

Not receiving the weekly enews? Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic 

newsletter, at www.centraltolife.org, or send an email to Mary Ridgeway at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Those of you receiving the Focus through the mail will continue to receive your copy in the mail. Copies 

will also be available at the church office.  

New Schedule for the Focus! 

http://www.centraltolife.org
mailto:maryr@centraltolife.org


 

 

Central United 

Methodist Church 
201 University Blvd NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87106 

Televised Services 
Sunday, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm  

Channel 32 KAZQ (Cable Channel 22) 

On the Web at http://centraltolife.org 

Email us at info@centraltolife.org 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday, 8:30 am–4:30 pm 

Telephone 
Voice/TTY – 505-243-7834 

Fax – 505-242-6986 

After Hours Building Concerns 
505-480-0328 

CUMC Staff 
Pastoral & Program 

Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Greg Henneman, Associate Pastor 

Dr. John Kees, Associate Pastor 

Mary Ridgeway, Dir. Ministries & Operations 

Traci Bailey, Dir. of Ministries with Adults 

Christy Albright, Dir. of Ministries with Children 

Jerri Foster, Dir. of Choral Music 

Scott Carver,  

Dir. Of Ministries with Youth & Young Adults 

Debra Alba, Dir. of Connectional Ministries 

Support Staff 

Scott Zila, Building Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Bookkeeper/Admin Support 

Jon Romero, Chef 

Part-time Staff 

Melissa Madara, Bulletin & Focus Editor 

Cara Balestrieri, ASL Interpreter 

Jenelle Bartholomew, Childcare Staff 

Carl Crawford, Childcare Staff 

Gayle Denslow, Wedding Hostess 

Misty Martinez, Childcare Coordinator 

Charlie Ford, Custodian 

Joe Gurule, Custodian 

Isaac Gonzales, Custodian 

Rick Ramsay, Custodian 

David Ritz, Custodian 

Brennan Skipp, Custodian & Driver 

Nancy Roberts-Small - Handbell Choir Director 

Rick Wild, Organist 

Saranam 

Tracy Sharp, Director 

Jennifer Mullen, Case Manager 

Sue Campbell, Community Outreach Coord. 

Paul Holt - Chair 

Berin Kinsman & Andrea Holt -  

Lay Members to Annual Conf. 

Phil Stanton - Treasurer 

Debra Alba - Lay Leader 

Cori Hodgson - SPRC Chair 

Dick Reinhart - Trustees Chair 

Amy Leischner - Finance Chair 

Barbara Allender - Outreach Hub Chair 

Dodie Hawkins - Nurture Hub Chair 

Ruth Cook - UMWomen Rep. 

Ed Vigil - UMMen Rep. 

Rachel Kennell - Young Adult Rep. 

Eric Small - UM Youth Rep. 

Mary Ridgeway -  

Director of Ministries & Operations 

Jim Hawk - Samuel Project Chair 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Focus FAQs 

Please email articles for The Focus to: maryr@centraltolife.org AND 

melissam@centraltolife.org. 

The Focus is published once a month (deadline - 15th of the month), so plan your article(s) 

accordingly. Articles should be less than 300 words in length. As a rule shorter 

articles have greater impact. Articles exceeding this length may be edited.  

You may subscribe to the e-Focus by sending an email, with “eFocus” in the subject line, to 

maryr@centraltolife.org. You may also read the Focus online by visiting. http://

centraltolife.org and clicking on the Focus link. You can also email your Focus articles by 

clicking the link on that page! 

Thank you,  

Mary Ridgeway 

Sunday Schedule 

Classic Worship Service   8:30 am     

Children’s Choir   8:45 am           

Coffee Time-Gathering Area  9:30 am                   

Kidz Prayz & Sunday Classes for K-5th grade 9:30 am        

Sunday Classes 2 1/2—thru 5 yr olds 9:45 am 

New Day Worship Service  9:45 am              

Sunday Classes for Adults & Youth  9:45 am        

Classic Worship Service   11:00 am 

Sunday Lunch    Noon        

Thrift Shop Open   Noon—1:30 pm         

New Life Youth Choir   12:30 pm        

Youth Group   5:00 pm 

Revive Youth Choir   3:30 pm 

Childcare is available 8:15 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. 

Church Council Members 


